A student admires Alyssa Surmillon’s art displayed in the Student Art Gallery at Cal State Long Beach Monday. 
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The works of illustration and animation BFA 
students graduating from the Cal State Long 


Beach School of Art are currently featured 


in an exhibit titled “Pangaea.” To read more 
about the show, see page 4. 


Business student, dancer remembered 


Nineteen-year old Jerry Vu is 
memorialized through dance 
fund. 


By Micayla Vermeeren 
Editor in Chief 


Jerry Vu was a jack-of-all-trades: a dancer, broth- 
er, choreographer, son, director, student, friend. 

According to family, the 19-year-old Anaheim 
native always had his hands in some sort of project, 
whether relating to activism-based performance or 
his pursuit of a business degree at Cal State Long 
Beach. 

On Nov 4., wus body was found at Parking Struc- 
ture 1 near the Walter Pyramid, less than two weeks 
‘shy of his 20th birthday. 

“Jerry's life ended as his trajectory in life resem- 
bled a shooting star. In his short life, he had an out- 
sized impact on all” said Thomas Vu, Jerry’s brother, 
in a pamphlet distributed at Vu’s funeral Noy. 11 in 
Westminster. 

Much of that impact came from his dancing ca- 
reer, which began when he was a child and led him 
to The GOOD Project and Common Ground dance 
companies. 

Both Irvine-based teams share mission state- 
ments of utilizing dance to foster connection and 
build communities of support through physical ex- 
pression. 

In the description for a GoFundMe created in the 
wake of Vu's death, his brother explained plans to re- 
member Vu’ passion for the arts and to honor the 
impact dancing had on his personal life through a 
memorial fund. 

The fund will distribute all donations to artists, 
performers and creatives in the dance community, 
according to the GoFundMe page. As of Nov. 14, 386 


GoFundMe 


Former Cal State Long Beach business student Jerry Vu had a passion for dancing. The 
money raised on his GoFundMe page will be donated to artists, performers and creatives in 


the dance community. 


donors had raised over $15,000 — five times as much 
money as the initial goal. 

Angelo Braza, a dancer for Common Ground, 
said that Vu considered his fellow dancers true fam- 
ily. 

“He started calling me ‘brother’ right away,’ Bra- 
za said. “It took me awhile to grasp the concept of 
having dance team members as ‘siblings; but he kept 
that aspect with him since he started and from then 
on we have all grown to love each other as a class” 

After news of Vu'’s death broke, videos of his 
dance performances began circulating on Facebook, 
being shared by company members, high school co- 
horts and friends. 

Status updates and comments all seemed to fol- 
low a shared train of thought - that Vu was known 


for his compassion with others, always brought light 
and energy into a room full of people and had no 
fear of self-expression when it came to art. 

“He gave each of his friends individual attention 
by taking the time to listen, trying to understand, 
and forcing each of his friends to expect more out of 
themselves” his brother said. 

Even so, Vu is said to have struggled with depres- 
sion behind the scenes. The Los Angeles County De- 
partment of Medical Examiner-Coroner released a 
report declaring Vu's death as a suicide. 

“He was struggling with a lot, although despite 
that, still managed to make those around him feel 
warm and loved, and work hard through the things 


see VU, page 3 


FINANCES 


EBT and 
SNAP now 


accepted on 
campus 


The Corner Market 


convenience store now 


services food stamp 
recipients. 


By Elizabeth Campos 
Staff Writer 


After months of planning, Cal State 
Long Beach is now accepting Elec- 
tronic Benefits Transfer and Supple- 
mental Nutrition Assistance Program. 

The Corner Market convenience 
Store, located on the west side of the 
University Student Union upper deck, 
will now allow participants of these 
programs to purchase items such as 
fresh fruit, sandwiches, snacks, school 
supplies and over-the-counter medi- 
cation. 

Having these systems accepted on 
campus resulted from CSULB’s inter- 
est in aiding food insecure students. 

“Food and housing insecurity is a 
very real challenge for a large number 
of our students,” said CSULB President 
Jane Close Conoley in a press release. 
“And it’s critical we provide resources 
to those in need.” 

Food insecurity is defined as the 
state of being without reliable access 
to a sufficient quantity of affordable, 
nutritious food. 

The efforts to have EBT and SNAP 
available on campus derived from the 
Student Emergency Intervention and 
Wellness Program, an initiative that 
identifies and serves at-risk CSULB 
students. 

In addition, research conducted 
by Rashida Crutchfield, an assistant 
professor in CSULB’s School of Social 
Work, discovered that 21 to 24 percent 
of CSU students face food insecurity. 

“We knew that students faced this 
issue but we didn’t know to what ley- 
el? said CSULB’s Executive Director of 
News Michael Uhlenkamp. 

Uhlenkamp said this research is 
“shining light” on the issue, thus help- 
ing the school in identifying the pop- 
ulation that deals with food insecurity. 

Programs such as The Meal Assis- 
tance Program “Feed a Need,’ Short 
Term Housing Assistance Program 
and the recently opened ASI Beach 
Pantry are all CSULB efforts to aid 
students who face this issue. 

However, unlike the ASI Beach 
Pantry being open to all students, EBT 


see EBT, page 3 
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CSULB 
receives STEM | - 


“ gi 
grant su 
Li 

The grant is aimed to help 
low-income and Latinx BY 
1 
students in the field. a 
By Michaela Kwoka-Coleman in 
News Editor : 8 
SU Ss Spee mai 
me¢ 

Cal State Long Beach received a $5.8 million e 
grant for United States Department of Education's fle 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions, according to a uni- a 
versity press release. 

The grant, which is the second of a five year in- Pe 
stallment, is for Latinx and low-income students ass " 
in the science, technology, engineering and math Bea 
fields. : ps 

The money is meant to help fund a collabora- ie 

Bobby Yagake | Daily 49er tive effort between the College of Engineering and aa 

La Raza and Students for Quality Education protesters come to Brotman Hall Monday to discuss their thoughts on hate. the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics fhe 
: to help boost degree attainments for low-income 

: e . and Latinx students. : es 
4 b>) ») “This partnership between the colleges will im- 
C an t Sy t O O ur VO ] C e Sy pact a large number of students and place them in 
; a better position to achieve success and confidence 
, to become scientists and engineers,” Eric Marinez, 

associate professor in CSULB’s Department of E 

a Raza and Chemistry and Biochemistry, said. COL. 

The grant is also sponsored by the Si Puedo, a pisarat 
Students for series of grants form the Articulation Program. 

The program's aim is to improve student academ- an 

Quality Education ic success, increase timely degree completion, ae 

increase degree attainment and develop model 5 

protesters came together transfer programming. food 

“Si Puedo,” Spanish for ‘I can do it} will foster ida 

: Monday to stand up against the academic development, sense of belonging ae 
and STEM identity for Hispanic and low-income = 

hate in Cal State Long Beach= = students through an asset-based and social-be- fee 
longing framework and by increasing their career Sh 

and the community. CSULB awareness,’ the press release said. = 

This grant will help sponsor events such as ss 

: students are among thousands summer preparation programs, peer mentoring eS 
. and tutoring summer research programs for trans- appl 
across the nation who have fer students and supplemental instruction. eee 

While the Latinx population represents the ee 

protested every day since largest ethnic group at the university, comprising 
2 39 percent of CSULB students, representation in 
Bobby Yagake | Daily 49er Donald Trump was elected the STEM colleges remains below one-third with 
La Raza protesters hold “Brown and Proud!” and “Can't stop our voices” signs as they protest ee 31 percent in the CSNM and 32 percent in the _ 
against hate outside the LA5 building Monday. president. COE. 


EYE CARE RYT 2347-10 


for STUDENTS 
INCLUDES: 
EAP OPTOMETRY EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 


6541 E. SPRING ST. oR 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 EYE EXAM + 
562.496.3365 1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 
OR 


e 2 | 
EapOptometry.com Qe aa oe) “2 
politics.government.learn.presidential.candidates.celeb- 
rity.audit.money.finances.majors.department.professors. 


schedule.work.paycheck.taxes. budgetcuts.news.media.life. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED sex.entertainment.relationship.need politics. government. 
=e , politics. learn.presidential.candidates.celebrity.technology. 
For research study involving measurement of hemoglobin and 


other non-invasive readings. family.tests.life.publicschool.tuition.personal.education.books. 


If you are 18 years of age or older, healthy and weigh a = S : ae é : 
minimum of 110 Ibs, you may be eligible to participate in a health.science.sex.entertainment.relations hip.need.poli- 


research study with monetary compensation for your time. tics.government. email opedD49er@gmail.com 
You may be paid up to 250 dollars. Multiple blood draws and a ee 


fluid infusion may be involved: Study time varies. 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring aabtede = 

5 F ae (ats SS 

Plo Verde Fe} hvn bnew deg in ete Gee 20% OFF EYEGLASSES 

{sph 4, cyl 3}. A valid curven? student 18: must be presented at the 20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
firme of services. The atfer cannot be combined with any other 

discouats or insurance. 


Please call for details. 
Masimo Corporation 
52 Discovery Irvine, CA 
92618 949-297-7137 
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NEWS 3 


IMMIGRATION 


LB City Council to discuss return of Jose Alvarez 


Immigrant rights 
groups organize in 
support of his return to 
Long Beach. 


By Michaela Kwoka-Coleman 
News Editor 


Long Beach City Council will be ask- 
ing the federal government to grant Hu- 
manitarian Parole to Jose Alvarez at its 
meeting today. 

According to US. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, Humanitarian Pa- 
role is granted in rare situations to bring 
someone into the United States for emer- 
gency circumstances. eae 

Alvarez’s February deportation began 
with a traffic stop by a Cal State Long 
Beach police officer who pulled Alvarez 
over for a broken taillight. After running 
Alvarez’ name, a hit from Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement prompted 
the officer to hold Alvarez on university 
property while waiting for ICE to pick 
him up. - 


EBT 


_continued from page | 


and SNAP services are available only for stu- 
dents who already are part of these programs. 

SNAP is a federal aid program that offers 
food-purchasing assistance to eligible indi- 
viduals and provides economic benefits to 
low-income communities. 

EBT allows a recipient to authorize trans- 
fer of their government benefits from a fed- 
eral account to a retailer account to pay for 
products received. 

In order to qualify for these services, the 


applicant must meet resource and income 


tests that show they don’t exceed $2,250 in 
countable resources, such as a bank account, 


CORRECTIONS: 


The deportation sparked outrage 
across CSULB, with immigrant rights 
groups and political figures such as Rep. 
Alan Lowenthal, D-47, calling for his re- 


» turn. 


In a Nov. 1 memorandum by council 
members Roberto Uranga, Lena Gon- 
zalez and Jeannine Pearce, the three ar- 
gue that Alvarez’s deportation has been 
harmful to many CSULB students. 

“In our community, Mr. Alvarez’ 
deportation has created a sense of inse- 
curity for undocumented students and 
students with mixed status families at 
California State University Long Beach? 
they said. “In response, the University 
adopted General Order 55 to clarify that 
campus police should not engage in en- 


-. forcement of federal immigration laws” 


Additionally, they asked for Long 
Beach’ legal team to draft a resolution 
for Alvarez’s Humanitarian Parole. 

In their memorandum, council mem- 
bers noted that while: living in Long 
Beach, ‘Alvarez owned and operated his 
own business. He also has six children 
who are all U.S. citizens and a son who 
served in the U.S, Marines. 

' “The City of Long Beach is home to 


Daily 49er archives 


José Alvarez cries when asked how he is feeling, next to his wife, Infa, who 


came to visit him in Tijuana, Mexico, April 17. José was deported after 
being held by a Cal State Long Beach police officer Feb. 21. The Long Beach 
City Council will discuss his return at today’s meeting at City Hall at 5 p.m. 


immigrants and refugees from many 
parts of the world, and we recognize 
the contributions that immigrants have 
made to the economic, social and cultur- 
al well-being of the City? the memoran- 
dum said. “I hereby support the effort to 
acquire Humanitarian Parole and return 


Jose Luis Alvarez to his waiting family” 
According to the Greater Long Beach 

Interfaith Community Organization, Al- 

varez, his wife Infa and two of their chil- 


‘ dren were in a car accident following a 


meeting at the U.S-Mexican border with 
Lowenthal. 


Infa and one of her sons were in crit- 
ical condition and now have trouble 
walking. 

Additionally, Alvarez’s son Victor has 
been forced to drop out of Long Beach 
City College to work full time to support 
his family. 

Alvarez and his family have already 
petitioned ICE and the Department of 
Homeland Security for parole. 

Long Beach immigrants rights groups 
including The Long Beach Immigrants 
Rights Coalition, the Greater Long Beach 
Interfaith Community Organization and 
the National Day Laborer Organizing 
Network are planning to pack the meet- 
ing in support of the return Alvarez, ac- 
cording to the event's Facebook page. 

On the page, they argue for Alvarez’s ~ 
return, citing that his family needs him 
for financial support. 

In their memorandum, council mem- 
bers noted that while living in Long 
Beach, Alvarez owned and operate his 
own business, has six children who are 

all US. citizens and a son who served in 
the U.S. Marines. 

Long Beach City Council meeting will 


“be held today at City Hall at 5 p.m. 


or $3,250 in countable resources if at least 


one person in the household is age 60 or old- 
er, or is disabled. 

California EBT cards can be used at sever- 
al ATMs and businesses throughout the state, 
including the Corner Market convenience 
store in the University Student Union. 

Moreover, CSULB was awarded a two- 
year $103,648 grant from the California 
Department of Social Services that will help 
with CalFresh Outreach in November. 

The CalFresh Program offers nutrition 
assistance to eligible, low-income individuals 
and families. 

To be eligible, one must live in a household 
that makes no more than 200 percent of the 
federal poverty level. 

Additionally, another requirement is that 
a recipient must be a US. citizen. However, 


non-citizens admitted for humanitarian rea- 
sons and those admitted for permanent resi- 
dence may be eligible as well. 

“EBT and SNAP is challenging for stu- 
dents to apply for, almost like financial aid? 
Uhlenkamp said. 


According to Uhlenkamp, CalFresh will _ 


have events and workshops every semester to 
help students apply to such services. 

The CalFresh Outreach will also allow so- 
cial work student interns to conduct outreach 
activities, and a faculty member from the 
School of Social Work to oversee the interns. 

At the moment, the Corner Market con- 
venience store is the only location on campus 
that will accept EBT and SNAP. According 
to Uhlenkamp, plans of snack shops or fruit 
carts accepting these services are on the 
agenda. 


“Inthe Nov. 14 article “Long E Beach protests Trump's screen: | Roberto ee also wrote the story. 


*lo ue Nov. 14 Martie 


VU 


continued from page 1 


he pursued,’ said an online user under the name A.A. in a comment 
left on the Daily 49er website. “Those who knew him can attest to the 
fact that he had all these great qualities; he was just going through a 
lot that was not seen on the surface” 

Aside from promoting support for the arts, Vu's brother wants to 
raise awareness for mental health following the loss. 

CSULB offers mental health assistance through Counseling and 
Psychological Services, open from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in Brotman Hall room 226 

“Reach out to your loved ones and be there for each other. No- 
body should ever feel they have to fight depression alone” he said in 
an email. “We call upon you to continue living bravely, with the au- 
thenticity, joy and style that resemble what can only be described as 
distinctly Jerry Nhat Vinh Vu” 


“Aloha, : David Dowell : ‘Da Mi | Dowell was ve ee dean of the College of the Arts. a net Par is the current dean of the College of the ans. 
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he works of illustration and animation BFA stu- 
dents graduating from the Cal State Long Beach 
School of Art are currently featured in an exhibit 
titled “Pangaea” The show, which opened Nov. 13 
and runs through Nov. 17, spans the four student 
galleries located between the Fine Arts 2 and Fine Arts 3 build- 
ings. The works range from whimsical illustrations to commen- 


tary about current events. For senior illustration major Dominque 
Labat, it’s a good time to check out art made by fellow students. 
“Tt’s very interesting to see what my peers are creating,’ Labat said. 
“Each person has a story to tell, consciously or unconsciously. 
You can get a glimpse into their lives through their work” The 
show continues today and Thursday from noon - 5 p.m. and on 
Wednesday from noon - 7 p.m. 


Photos by Thien Phan | Daily 49er 


things to do before turkey day break 


Campus life ignites as 
students gear up to take 
a week off. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


Thanksgiving break is just around the 
corner:and everyone is about to take a 
much-needed week off. Some students, 
however, are taking a break from Long 


Beach all together as they travel to be with - 


family. For those who want a reminder 
of what college life has.to offer before re- 
turning home, there are plenty of campus 
events this week for the Cal State Long 
Beach student community to get involved 
in. 


International Education week kick-off 
Nov. 15 

1l am. - 2 p.m. 

University Student Union Southwest Ter- 
race 


The College of International Education 
is holding an International Education 
week as part of a joint initiative between 
the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. 


TM NOT HAPPY WITH 
MY MAJOR! 


By: L. A. Bonté 


Department of Education. CSULB is tak- 
ing this week to celebrate the benefits of 
international education and exchange 
worldwide. There will be a kick-off event 
on Tuesday, including cultural perfor- 
mances and music, as well as free snacks 
from around the world. 


Daze of Justice 
Nov. 15 

7:30 - 10 p.m. 
University Theater 


The Film and Electronic Art depart- 
ment is hosting a film screening of “Daze 
of Justice” a film about a Cambodian 
American, Michael Siv, who seeks an- 
swers about the Khmer Rouge — an or- 
ganization popularly know for the Cam- 
bodian genocide. Ten years ago, Siv was 
one of the subjects in Spencer Nakasako’s 
documentary “Refugee; and now he gets 
behind the camera to make a film of his 
own. It recently debuted at the Center for 
American Asian Media festival in San 
Francisco and has been showing in vari- 
ous theatres across L.A county. 


Farmer’s Market 
Nov. 16 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


Friendship Walk 


Wednesday will mark the semester's 
first farmer’s market. Be sure to bring a lit- 
tle cash to grab some homemade snacks or 
fresh produce. The farmer's market, which 
started in Spring of 2013, used to be every 
other Wednesday, but has been a missing 
feature this semester. Fresh juice and boba 
have been popular items in the past, as well 
as rum cakes from Dolce Monachelli. 


Gobble Games 

Nov. 16 

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

University Student Union North Lawn 


Associated Students, Inc’s annual 
Thanksgiving festivities will take place 
Wednesday afternoon, incorporating 
games, prizes, do-it-yourself projects, 
food and the return of “Can Castles.” The 
castle event is a fun way to encourage 
food donations. Clubs and organizations 
can sign up to compete in a castle building 
contest using cans they donate. 


Movies on the House 

Novy. 16-17 

3:30 - 10:30 p.m. 

University Student Union Beach Audito- 


L THINK T WANT TO GET 
INTO EVENT PLANNING... 


rium, Foyer & Lobby 


' The weekly transformation of the 
USU into a movie theater will happen 
again this week for the screening of 
DC’s “Suicide Squad.” The bad boys 
- and girls - of the superhero craze 
received mixed reviews during its Au- 
gust blockbuster debut, but for those 
who didn’t have the chance to hop to 
Cinemark, will get to see it for them- 
selves Wednesday or Thursday at the 
USU. The film won't be released on Blu- 
ray until December, but the campus 
screening will happen directly after its 
digital release on Nov. 15. 


Elements 

Nov. 16-19 
8-9p.m. ; 
University Theater 


The Theatre Department is putting 
on an original production named “Ele- 
ments,’ produced by Head of Movement 
at CSULB Theatre Arts Ezra LeBank, 
and recent CSULB theatre performance 
alumna Rebecca Nakano. “Elements” is 
a choreographed movement show about 
two people stuck in a monotonous rou- 
tine, when earth, wind, water and fire get 


stirred into the mix. 


Poet’s Lounge 

Nov. 17 

8- 10 p.m. : 
University Student Union Sunset Lounge 


Every third Thursday of the month, 
AST hosts the Poet's Lounge. The free open 
mic and spoken word event invites stu- 
dents to come share their poems, slams, 
music and more. Attendees can explore 
their creativity and hear others’ expres- 
sions as well as those from guest artists 
from Southern California. 


Jazz Combo 

Noy. 17 

7-9 p-m. 

Nugget Grill & Pub 


Every semester, Jazz faculty members 
Jeff Jarvis and Jimmy Emerzian organize 
two jazz combo nights at the Nugget Grill 
& Pub. This will be the last opportunity 
to eat Nugget food with three free perfor- 
mances by CSULB jazz student combos. 
Typically the programs feature student ar- 
rangements and compositions, as well as 
unique renditions of historically relevant 
small group material. 


YOU KNOW ANY GOOD 
PARTY 


SCH OOLs? 


For more comics visit FilbertCartoons.com 
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Stress surge on social media 


By Christine Clarridge 
The Seattle Times 


Got the post-election blues? Want to cele- 
brate your candidate's win without someone 
bringing you down? You know you could stay 
off your social-media accounts to keep your 
pulse low, but if you're like many of us, you 
cant cut the cord completely. 


Here are some tips from Seattle-based_ 


mental-health counselor Julene Weaver and 
other social-media experts for setting bound- 
aries that may help you steer clear of the most 
provocative posts and unchecked rumors. 

Decide for yourself whether you really need 
to log in. Perhaps youd rather listen to music. 
It may be healthier for you to avoid disturbing 
news and videos for a few days and that’s OK, 
Weaver said. 

Instead, try calling an old friend, going out- 
side, exercising or playing a video game. If you 
still want to spend time on your electronic de- 
vices, try prioritizing which sites are important 
to you, set a time limit and log off when done. 

“Dont get on and scan and scan. Set 
boundaries about what you will say and stick 
to them; Weaver said. “Evaluate what is im- 
portant for your mental health and have the 
courage to say no.” : 

Here are four questions she asks clients to 
answer as they strive to create social-media 
buffers. - 

How much do you allow in? 


Decide how long you will watch or listen 


to the news, said Weaver. A half hour, an hour 
a day, or in a week? Make a decision and try 
setting an alarm and then abiding by it. For 
those who are committed to getting their news 
fix, psychotherapist Philip Cushman suggests 
seeking balance by finding a well-written, 
well-reported article by someones whose 
views oppose yours. “It's good to read things 
that help us think about, and try to under- 
stand, the other side’ 

What to keep out? 

Can you skip what you know will be a 
disturbing image or video on your Facebook 
feed? Acknowledge and accept that some 
people matter more to you than others. Don't 
respond to views you don't agree with. If some- 
one gloats, ignore them. And remember, it's 
perfectly fine, good even, to quietly unfollow 
or unfriend people who say things that raise 
your blood pressure. Why are you holding on? 


classes available 


SESSION ONE 
Entirely Online 
December 19-January 20 


» Day, evening, and online 


m #DoersDo 
vy Fi @CSULBiInterSessn 


Tim Lee | Raleigh News and Observer 


Mental health counselors and other experts encourage social media users to set 
boundaries that may help them steer clear of the most provocative posts and un- 


checked rumors. 


Let them go! 

What should you keep in? 

If you are a person who has trouble letting 
go of disturbing thoughts and images, Weaver 


advises logging in briefly and then setting a - 


goal to interact positively and “create a wave of 
micro-kindnesses” to offset the constant neg- 
ativity by, for example, “liking” others’ posts, 
sharing inspiration and encouragement, post- 
ing a picture of something beautiful. “Let peo- 
ple know you are compassionate; Weaver said. 

If you must share on political or contentious 
matters, do so in a calm and neutral tone and 
present evidence-based and accurate informa- 
tion. 

What is OK to release and what's the best 
way to release it? 

Weaver says when she decides to let go 
of something distressing, such as the rancor 
and bitterness that’s been the hallmark of this 
election, it’s easier to do so after shes taken a 
walk and interacted pleasantly with others. 
“Anything that lets me feel the flow of positive 
energy helps, like seeing a baby or a cute dog,’ 
she said. 

Also, getting involved in a constructive 
causes can be liberating, Weaver said. She sug- 
gests sending cards to people, signing petitions 
and getting involved in groups that take polit- 


CSULB Winter Sessions 2017 


SESSION TWO 
On Campus 


January 3-January 20 


REGISTER NOW! 


(800) 963-2250 | www.ccpe.csulb.edu/winter 


» Accelerate your progress 
toward graduation 


ical action. 

One last thought. Before you start worrying 
about something that hasn't happened, think 
about how rumors and false stories spread on 
Twitter and Facebook faster than they can be 
verified. 

According to First Draft News, a guide to 
navigating media from discovery to verifica- 
tion, “rumors” that are true are resolved gener- 
ally within two hours while it takes closer to 14 
hours for a false claim to be debunked online. 

Researchers have found that tweets report- 
ing unverified rumors are retweeted more of- 
ten, therefore, spread further and more quickly 
than truths. 

In addition, according to First Draft, there is 
a “small industry of fake news websites which 
publish fake content on a daily basis, aimed at 
generating and monetizing web traffic. While 
fact-checking is a growing field, it still produc- 
es less content on average than the fakers. It 
can't keep up? 

Therefore, it's wise to verify information 
with what you consider to be a credible news 
source, whether that's Snopes.com, The Seat- 
tle Times , The Washington Post, or The Wall 
Street Journal, before you retweet or freak out: 

Best yet, just wait a day and see what shakes 
out. 
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New music 
drops this week 


By The Philadelphia 


Inquirer Staff 


Conor Oberst 
“Ruminations” 

Conor Oberst is 36 now, and the former wunderkind sing- 
er-songwriter once celebrated for the precocity of his work 
as Bright Eyes has been making records for so long he’s easily 
taken for granted. But this true solo project - recorded: in 48 
hours with only the backing of his own acoustic guitar, piano, 
and harmonica, after he moved from New York back home 
to Omaha, Neb. - demands attention. It benefits both from 
dark-night-of-the-soul musings that come with a brush with 
mortality (he canceled tour dates last year after a cyst was 
discovered on his brain) and the bitterness that beckons with 
youth slipping away. “Closing my eyes, counting sheep,” he 
sings. “Gun in my mouth, trying to sleep.” 

Oberst has said he penned “You All Loved Him Once” 
about the burdens placed on pop-star oracles such as John 
Lennon, but he could have written it about his own once-wor- 
shipful audience. Also sharp and winningly cynical is the 
awkwardly titled “Mamah Borthwick (A Sketch)? named af- 
ter Frank Lloyd Wright's lover and muse, which wrestles with 
the challenges of trying to create art that will stand the test 
of time. 

Dan DeLuca 


Alicia Keys 
“Here” 

New York City’s Alicia Keys has always displayed her tal- 
ents as a jazzily soulful singer, pianist, and composer effort- 
lessly and breezily. She never had to try to be or to have - 
or so it seemed. That’s probably why, after the overly grand, 
overwrought but bland, forced-anthem overdrive of her last 
album, “Girl on Fire,” she’s gone smaller, funnier, and funkier 
and humbler with the New York stories of Here and its some- 
times prickly peek at politics, social, and personal issues. 

Sleek without being slick, spare without being empty, raw 
without being rough, Keys benefits from having a husband 
(Swizz Beatz) with friends (Pharrell, Mlangelo) in the R&B/ 
rap production game whose lives as lovers, artists, and friends 
spill into the shimmering rough diamond soul of “Blended 
Family” and the street scenes of “The Gospel.” 

Emotive and experimental (in a percussive sense, with 
vibraphonist Roy Ayers up front throughout), Here moves 
from the broad battle of “Holy War” to the communal howl 
of “More Than We Know.’ The best parts of “Here, though, 
are its rich, avant-soul epics “Illusion of Bliss” and “She Don’t 
Really Care - 1 Luv.” The latter elegantly and eerily connects 
the dots between Africa and New York's boroughs with grace 


and smarts. Gorgeous stuff. 
A.D. Amorosi 
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How the generation 
has begun to lead the 
changes in our society. 


By Jordan Daniels 
Contributing Writer 


illennials are the 

agents of change. 

Typically un- 

derstood to be 

people born be- 

tween the mid-90s and early 2000s, 

millennials are steadily changing the 

status quo of the generations before 

us. It’s evident through our constant 

dialogue surrounding feminism, 

LGBT equality and equity for people 

of color or different socio-economic 
status. 

It’s the most evident by the older 
generation's incessant critique of us 
being too “politically correct” If you 
don’t believe me, you can read arti- 
cles like, “Generation Wuss,’ by Bret 
Easton Elis for Vanity Fair. 

He writes that millennials are full 
of “...over-sensitivity, their insistence 
that they are right despite the over- 
whelming proof that suggests they 
are not, their lack of placing things 
within context, the overreacting, the 
passive-aggressive positivity. ee 

As criticized as I could be for. re- 


nouncing this statement, let me clar- 


ify - it’s not about being right. It’s 
about seeing the bigger picture. 

As with the growth of every gen- 
eration, values, ideologies and beliefs 
do change. 

Some evolve into change and some 
regress into “traditions” that we begin 
to hold as newstatus quos. It’s a cycle; 
We learn, we challenge, we correct or 
we accept. 

We've seen an influx of the millen- 
nial thought process within this past 
election. We've seen protests around 
the country rejecting the reality that 
will set in by January - unless the 
protests somehow result in Trump 
and Pence’s removal from office. 

Pulling back into focus, this wave 
of backlash from millennials has 
caused a media uproar. During the 
Fox Show, “Fox & Friends Show”, a 
segment titled, “Trauma Treatment” 
the hosts referred to our upset as a 
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The millennial shift from old-fashioned values 


A Cal State Long Beach student scrolls through their Facebook feed while on campus Monday. 


“temper tantrum, and interviewed 
protesters who didn't necessarily 
know what they were fighting for. 
This tactic to expose millennials as 
uneducated and uninformed is tired 
because this is not representative of 


our generation. 


If white people have the privilege 
to say that they’re not all racist, sexist, 
homophobic, etc., then why can’t we 
prove that we're not the lazy, entitled 
“crybabies” that we're painted as? 

Pll be over here sipping the saltiest 
of teas. 

In an article titled, “Why are the 
baby boomers desperate to make 
millennials hate ourselves?” by El- 
eanor Robertson for The Guardian, 
the baby boomer-mindset is put into 
question. 

Roberston writes: “The boomer 
mentality goes like this: get a good 
education. Get a well-paying full- 
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time job. Find a stable partner... 
Failing any stage of this process is a 
reflection of your self-worth and in- 
dicates a lack of moral fibre.” 


‘ote 


It’s a cycle; We learn, we 
challenge, we correct or 


we accept. 
DO 


What I don’t think past generations 
understand is that we were handed an 
equal amount of positives and nega- 
tives. We have more technology and 
accessibility to that technology, but 
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we also have it harder finding a job 
to even utilize it all. Turnover rates 
are high and we're constantly in com- 
petition with X amount of people to 
secure a job that will barely pay rent. 

Speaking of rent, my mom always 
tells me how 40 years ago, $1,000 
could pay for rent, utilities, bills, 
groceries and a few nights out on the 


- town, while $1,000 today can barely 


cover rent. 

Minimum wage in 1976 was $2.30 
per hour and it just now got to $10.00, 
40 years later. 

Sorry mom and dad, please don't 
talk to me about how easy we have it 
nowadays. 

Lest we forget the fact that as chil- 
dren, we are told that we can be who- 
ever we want to be and do whatever 
we want to do, yet the very people 
who raised us with this notion are 
now the ones telling us that we're “en- 
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titled” 

So, when did this shift in mindsets 
occur? When we realized that our 
hands were slapped for having an ex- 
tra cookie when we were just told that 
we could have the cookie. 

We represent a new counter- 
culture. We're in this mindset of 
post-modernism, where we take the 
ideals we've grown up with and cri- 
tique them, then proceed to evolve 
them. 

It’s not about us being too PC, it’s 
about acknowledging the fundamen- 
tal differences we all have and finding 
ways to create equity between those 
differences. It’s not that we're enti- 
tled, it’s that we know that we deserve 
more than what we have been given. 

It’s not that we can’t accept change, 
but wed rather be the agents of 
change because it’s our future that’s 
in the balance. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


JEWELYN SAWYER - 
GUARD 


Jewelyn 
Sawyer 
earns Big 
West Honors 


7 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Look out Big West: Long Beach 
State's senior guard Jewelyn Sawyer 
put on a huge weekend performance 
to start the season for the women’s 
basketball team, earning Big West Play 
of the Week. 

The senior tallied her first dou- 
ble-double during the 49ers’ (2-0) 
97-93. overtime win Friday at Nevada, 
scoring 18 points and grabbing 11 re- 
bounds. _ 

Along with her double-double, 
Sawyer went a perfect 6-for-6 from the 
free throw line while shooting 5-for-11 
from the field. 

On Sunday, during LBSU’s 44-41 
win at Pepperdine, Sawyer scored 11 
points while leading the team with 15 
rebounds. : 

It was a defensive battle against the 
Wave as Sawyer grabbed one of LBSU’s 
eight steals. 

Along with her steal, Sawyer led 
both teams in free throw attempts with 
14. 

Sawyer will look to continue her 
fast start when LBSU hosts Houston 
Friday at 7 p.m. in the Walter Pyramid. 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 


Junior forward Gabe Levin beats a defender off a dribble during Long Beach State’s Homecoming game against CalTech at Walter Pyramid on Nov. 5. - 
The 49ers defeated the Beavers 115-58 in front of a sellout crowd of 4,606. 


COMMENTARY 


Rough 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


ne 


If Sunday’s 92-55 loss to Wichita 
State is any indication of how the Long 
Beach State men’s basketball team is 
going to fare — buckle in for a rough 
ride. 

The road doesn't get any easier for 
the 49ers (1-1) as they take on the No. 
5 North Carolina Tarheels tonight in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

The Tarheels (2-0) are coming off a 


Final Four run in the 2016-2017 sea- 
son and their offense is just.as potent as 
it was at the end of last year, when they 
averaged 82.8 points per game. 

LBSU will have a tall task to accom- 
plish, as North Carolina’s starting line- 
up is stacked after returning three of its 
starters and six of its top eight scorers. 


That doesn’t bode well for the 49ers, 


especially if juniors Evan Payne and 
Justin Bibbins go three for 24 from the 
field to combine for eight points. 

If those two, who are expected to be 
huge offensive factors for LBSU, have a 


shooting performance like that again, 
the 49ers are going to have a repeat of 
their game against Wichita State — if 
not worse. 

The Tarheels’ junior guard Joel Ber- 
ry II, who leads the team with 20.5 
points per game, will be tough to han- 
dle defensively. 

In their last two games against the 
Tarheels, the 49ers have gotten out to 
fast starts but have faltered in the sec- 
ond half. In 2012, the 49ers lost 78-63 


_ at Walter Pyramid and in 2011 LBSU 


lost 84-78 after leading 45-40 in the 


road ahead for 49ers 


first half. 

Former LBSU guard Casper Ware 
scored 29 points to lead both teams. 

While the 49ers had Ware in 2011, 
the team is still searching for its go-to 
player, which doesn’t bode well going 
up against the No. 5 team in the coun- 
try. 

LBSU will rise in the RPI rankings, 
but they will leave Chapel Hill with a 
loss and it won't be close. Tarheels will 
win 93-67 after taking a lead early in 
the first half and their depth will carry 
them to finish off the 49ers. 


Follow @49ERSPORTS 
for live tweeting of 


LBSU games. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Final chapter of Raven 


Raven Benton heads 
into her final year at 
LBSU with hopes of 
winning the Big West 
Championship. 


By Grester Celis-Acosta 
Staff Writer 


Giving up is something that isn’t in 
senior guard Raven Benton's blood. 

_ After suffering an injury in Febru- 
ary 2015, Benton had a roller coaster 
time with the Long Beach State wom- 
en’s basketball team that included lots 
of physical therapy and strength train- 
ing, but one moment signifies her bat- 
tle back from adversity. 

That moment is when Benton 
drilled the game-winning shot against 
Cal Poly during the 49ers’ 54-52 win 
March 9. 

“When I had the ball, I saw a dou- 
ble team so I passed it to my team- 
mate and then when she [drove to the 
basket], she got double teamed. “So I 
just remember yelling for the ball and 
once I got it I just let it go and it went 
in” 

That’s how senior guard Raven 
Benton described her buzzer-beating 
shot against Cal Poly to win the quar- 
terfinal final round of the Big West 
Tournament last season. 

“(I felt] just joy, my adrenaline was 
going, so I was really hyped,’ Benton 
said about her game-winning shot. 
“Cal Poly is my least favorite team, so 
I was just happy to beat them” 

Benton played basketball at Feder- 
al Way. High School in Federal Way, ° 
Washington. ‘There she flourished 
as an offensive juggernaut her: se- 
nior year, leading the state in scoring 
where she averaged 26.6 points per 
game. She also helped guide her high 
school team to two state champion- 
ship appearances. 

According to Benton, other schools 
recruited her, but she chose Long 
Beach State because the 49ers kept 
calling and were adamant about hav- 
ing her on the team. 

Since Benton started her collegiate 
career at the Beach, she has averaged 
double digit points in scoring every 
year. She has also helped the 49ers 
reach the Big West Tournament in her 
first three seasons and is now looking 


Benjamin Hammerton | Daily 49er 


Senior guard Raven Benton has her eyes on a Big West champsionship heading into the final year of her LBSU 
career. She was also named to the preseason media Big West All-conference team before the season started. 


forward to success this year. 

“For her-senior year, she wants to 
win a championship, Wynn said. “It’s 
not just about her, she knows that she 
needs to have an entire team on.board 
and playing selfless basketball” 

Wynn added that even though Ben- 
ton is an offensive player, she has the 
mindset of getting her teammates in- 
volved and that will help the team im- 
mensely throughout the season. 

Last Feb. 14, 2015, the 49ers played 
against Cal Poly at the Walter Pyra- 


FAST FACTS 


~ SENIOR GUARD RAVEN BENTON 


4th — 


Ranks fourth | in 
Long Beach State 


history in scoring. 


2015 — 


First-team All-Big 


mid. The 49ers at the time were 20-4, 
7-3 with aspirations of making a run 
at the Big West title, but everything 
changed when three players suffered 
injuries in the game. One of those 


_players was Benton, who was the 


team’s leading scorer. 

During that game, Benton suffered 
left knee cartilage injury. 

“I was going to the basket on a 
fast break, Benton recalled. “It was 
against Cal Poly and I was going up 


for a layup and I got bumped slight- 


2014 — 


Second-team All- 


West honors after Big West honors. 


averaging ise. 
points. 


ly, it wasn’t that hard, and I just heard 
something pop in my knee. It didn't 
hurt or anything, but when I landed, 
I tried to get back up and walk, [but] I 
couldn't walk.” 

Benton said that she was dumb- 
founded by the fact she could not get 
back up. 

' That was the first time she suffered 
a major injury in her life and four days 
later she received surgery, ending her 
sophomore year of basketball. 

Benton described the recovery pro- 


2013 — 
Named to 

Big West All- 
Freshman team. 


cess as long, tough and draining. She 
learned how difficult it was to recover 
and questioned whether she could be 
the same player. 

“I had a couple doubts that I wasn’t 
going to be the player I was” Benton 
said. “I [thought] I was going to be 
slower, like the first few games I felt 
like that, but I got into my rhythm and 
I was not going to let it stop me, I was 
just going to dominate.” 

Wynn said that the recovery pro- 
cess was one that tested Benton's lim- 
its. 

“She had to learn how to walk 
again and then run again and then 
cut, move and jump,” Wynn said. “It’s 
a process and it took a lot of time and 
it certainly wore on her patience, but 
overcoming it and knowing that she’s 
gotten through something devastating 
can help her in any adverse moments 
that she faces for the rest of her life.” 

Benton eventually bounced back 
from her injury during her junior 
year, as she again led the 49ers in scor- 
ing with an average of 13.5 points per 
game to earn first-team All-Big West 
honors. 

On the court, Benton scores in 
bunches and helping her team out by 
facilitating. Wynn says Benton has a 
“Raven Zone,’ where she just goes off 
on teams and seems unstoppable to 
guard. 

Off the court, Benton enjoys hang- 
ing out with friends, going to Clippers 
games,- watching Netflix, listening to _ 
music and going to McDonald's. ; 

Teammate and senior forward Jew- 
elyn Sawyer says that Benton enjoys 
has one fast food restaurant that she 
loves going to. 

“She loves McDonald's,” Sawyer 
said. “I can’t stand McDonald’s any- 
more, [but] she loves McDonald’s, she 
gets French fries, chicken nuggets, she 
loves it.” Benton defended her love for 
McDonald’s saying that she always 
loved it as kid and will forever love it — 
especially the fries. 

Eating habits aside, Benton enters 
her final year of basketball at LBSU 
and says she’s ready to go out on the 
court and play. 

‘Tm ready,” Benton said. “I know 
that I’ve worked all my life, so for my 
last year [I’m] just going to show my 
hard work and I’m excited to play with 
my teammates and [about] how well 
they've been working, practicing and 
I think were going to be pretty good.” 


2014 — 


Named to 

Beach Classic 
All “Tournament 
Team: 


